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Marie Leczinska, the princesses and the royal
family surrounded the patient, who had a high
fever. Already he showed signs of a return to
religion, renewing the hopes raised at Metz and
awakening the most lively fears in Mme de Pom-
padour's heart. For several days she did not see
the king, and -waited for an order of exile from the
priests and the devout, and she foresaw the triumph
of her enemies who congratulated themselves on
the nearness of her fall. Was a change to transform
the Court? Many courtiers proclaimed it, and
predicted a new turn in the king's life, an era of
piety and moral purity. On Sunday 23rd January
Louis XV went out for the first time, breathed the
fresh air in the park, admired the leafless trees and
the tranquil waters, and forget his resolutions just
as he had at Mete. Mme de Pompadour regained
her influence and authority; the storm forecast
dissipated itself, and a new Fool's Day amused
historians and writers.

At the end of March Damiens expiated his fault
by torture so horrible that it cannot be described;
courage fails me at the thought of relating the
episodes of that horribly barbarous execution.
Two ministers paid the price of their hostility
towards the marquise; Machault d'Arnauville, who
above all had avoided her for fear of compromising
himself, resigned his office and went back to his
own house where he lived far from the business
world; d'Argenson received a harsh and peremptory
order of exile.

One of Pasquier's engravings shows Louis XV